pages would not Rousseau have written on such an episode ! But Rousseau addressed his Confessions to humanity ; Augustine to God. Just as we refuse to see so many of the tears that Jean Jacques is supposed to shed, so we may grant some to Augustine which he has forgotten in the splendour of the Divine Presence. Adeodatus remained with his father; his mother returned to Africa. It is evident that Monica was the chief agent in this, yet it is just as evident that Augustine had contemplated it for some time.1 To complete this sorry page of Augustine's life, we have to add that his companion had not been gone long before he ' procured another' to minister to his uncontrollable passion during the two years of waiting.
1 The hagiographer generally says that the poor woman was converted and entered a nunnery, or at all events took a vow of chastity, in Africa. Augustine says: ' She returned to Africa, vowing to Thee she would know no man again.1 It seems to me the usual interpretation is strained. ' Vovens tibi,1 may very well mean that ' she vowed and swore [every African, including Augustine, swore habitually] she would have nothing more to do with men ' ; either in anger, or in her great love for Augustine. We know absolutely nothing of her beyond what I have stated.